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COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 
Numser XVI. 
TuEsDAY, 22 Fanuary, 1793. 


Et tantim conftans in levitate fua eft. Ovip. 


Conftant in ficklenefs alone. 








‘Due following Letter has fo much the appearance 
of genuine biography, that I can fcarcely think it 
the mere fiction of an inventive genius : and as it 
will, probably, lead to the difcuffion of fubjects, 
which are appropriate to the defign of this work, l 
am happy in being enabled to lay it before my 
Readers for the Paper of the prefent week. 


Mr. Country SprecTaTor, 


In examining the letters of your feve- 
ral Correfpondents I have not hitherto obferved that 
any one of them has appeared in the character of a 
Clergyman; yet 1 cannot fuppofe that you would 
condemn the contributions of any man to unde- 
ferved neglect, or that in deciding on the me- 
rits of a compofition you are influenced by regard to 


the profeflion of its author. I will, therefore, lay 
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before you a fketch of the principal incidents, which 
have occurred in the life of a Contry Curate ; a life, 
fufficiently varied to intereft the inquifitive, and 
fufficiently marked with error to afford admoni- 
tion to the incautious. 


I was born at a confiderable diflance from the 
Metropolis. My father was one of thofe Clergy- 
men, who cavil at Creeds and propofe emendations 
of the Liturgy ; and of thofe Articles, which are 
jointly confidered as the ftandard of genuine Ortho- 
doxy, of many he would confefs his utter difbelief, 
and of fome his fovereign contempt. It is eafy, there- 
fore, to imagine, that he was never dignified by 
Patronage, or exalted to preferment. His friends, 
indeed, were numerous; but his enemies were ac- 
tive. They, who have aflented to doctrines, into 
which they never enquired, will not look favourably 
on thoie, in whom enquiry has produced incredu- 
lity; and they, whom doubt has not deterred from 
affent, are little delighted with honefty greater than 
theirown. Thus, his learning and abilities, which 
were generally acknowledged, procured him only 
unfubftantial praife ; and a life, which had paffed in 


ob{curity, terminated in a condition very remote 
from affluence. 


At his death I was eleven years of age. He had 
from my earlieft infancy deftined me to a learned 


profeffion ; and having no other child, he had dedi- 
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cated his whole Icifure to my improvement. By the 
generofity of Benefactors, who are attentive to the 
voice of ingenuous complaint, the feeds of liberal 
knowledge, which had already been fown in my 
mind, were enabled to attain maturity ; and after 
feveral years employed in a Public School in London, 
I was removed to Cambridge, enriched by a ftock of 
learning, perhaps fomewhat above mediocrity, and 
warmed with a love of letters, which I have cherifh- 


ed thro’ life. 


During my refidence at the Univerfity I difcover- 
ed the ficklenefs of temper, which has been the oc- 
cafion of all my misfortunes. I purfued no one 
ftudy with that pertinacity, which alone can enfure 
fuccefs. Nature feemed to have counteracted the 
ufeful propenfities of my mind, by withholding 
from me thofe qualities, by whofe co-operation they 
have effect: 1 poffeffed emulation without the 
power of perfeverance, pride without a proper fenfe 
of dignity, and talents without refolution to exert 
them. I was, therefore, in all my ftruggles for re- 
putation, the victim of difappointment ; yet I gene- 
rally received the mortifying confolation, that 1 was 

ext in merit to thofe who had defeated me, and 
that a very fmall degree of additional application 
would perhaps have rendered me their fuperior. In 
the laft inftance, however, my friends were lefs fa- 
tisfied, than myfelf, with the-decifion given againft 


me. There was indeed fome reafon to furmife, thar I 
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was obnoxious to party zeal; and he, who has more 
than once been fairly vanquifhed in contefts for 
fame, is with little difficulty repulfed. He has to 
oppofe the united powers of inclination and preju- 
dice: and few are willing to believe, that ftrength 
may be acquired by defeat. Scilicet acrigr miles redibit ? 


Shall he who once ignobly deign’d to yield, 
With new-born ardour feek th’ embattled field ? 


lt would have been a proof of infenfibility rather 
than of fortitude to have felt no depreflion of {pirits 
from my various difappointments: yet they never 
fo far operated on my mind as to produce local dif- 
guft, or to imbitter the remembrance of hopes, 
which were born only to perifh. I look back to the 
hours, which I {pent at College, with pleafing fond 
regret, and in vain figh for their return. My 


feelings at this moment are admirably expreffed in 
fome charming lines of Cow/ey’s Dedicatory Elegy ; 
and as they happily have not been “ blown upon’ 
(to ufe the phrafe of dddifon) by the fwarm of learn- 
ed flies, who do little elfe than quote, I will fubjoin 
the whole paffage, together with a Sonnet written 


in imitation of it. 


Q miht gucundum Granta fuper omnia nomen ! 
O penitus toto corde receptus amor ! 

Ah! mihi fi vefira reddat bona gaudia Sedis 
Detgue Deus doéta polje quiete frui ! 

uals eram, ciim me tranguilia mente fedentem 


Vidifii in ripd, Came ferene, tud: 
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Mulcentem audifti juvenilt flumina cantu ; 
Ile quidem immerita, Jed tibi gratus erat. 

Tunc liguidis tacitifque fimul mea vita diebus, 
Et fimilis veftra candida fluxit aque ; 

At nunc caenofoe luces, atque obice multa 


Rumpitur etatis turbidus ordo mee. 





CAMBRIDGE! dear name, at whofe tranfporting found 
A pang of fond remembrance thrills my breait, 

O could thofe hours return, which Friendthip bleft, 
Which Letter’d Eafe, the Mufe, and C******** crown’d, 
How calm my foul , when oft at parting day 

Cam faw me mufing by his willowy fide, 

The while I would recite fome raptur’d lay, 

Whofe lingering murmurs floated down the tide. 

Yet ah! too fhort is Youth's fantaftic dream, 

Ere Manhood wakes th’ unweeting heart to woc } 
Silent and fmooth Cam’s loitering waters flow ; 

So glided Life, a fmooth and filent ftream ; 

Sad change! for now by choking cares with{tood 

It fcarcely burfts its way, a troubled boifterous flood. 


But the brief period of three years had flipt in- 
fenfibly away ; and the time was now at hand, in 
which I was to launch into the world. I received 
offers of various appointments, none of which were 
eminently tempting toambition : and tho’ an enu- 
meration of them is not neceffaryto the defign of 
this narrative, yet I cannot forbear to mention two 
of them, theone asan inflance of the high dignity 
of education, and the other of the facred inviolability 
of engagements. 





J had noticed ina newfpaper an Advertifé 
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ing that “ A Head-Mafter was wanted in an eminent 
“ Claffical School in Dublin.” On making applica- 
tion to a gentleman referred to in London, 1 re. 
ceived the following letter written by the Advertifer. 


Sir, 

‘¢ T am the proprietor of an eminent Grammar-{chool in 
*« this City, and want the fervice of a perfon, who is qua- 
‘‘lified to be the Head Mafter. He mutt be thoroughly 
‘* acquainted with the Latin and Greek Languages ; and he 
‘«* mult alfo be perfe& mafter of Hiftory ancient and mo- 
«« dern, Chronology, Mythology, Natural Philofophy, and 
“‘ Geography. He muft be a good judge of Critici{m, as he 
<¢ will have to corre& the exercifes of the firft Clafs. He will 
“¢ be treated in all refpe&ts like a gentleman. Ue muft not 
‘* love wine, and mult retire from table as foon as grace is 
“‘faid. He mult be glad of confinement, as he will have to 
** keep eyes over the boys, not only during their fchool- 
«hours, but alfo during their hours of recreation, to pre- 
“< vent them doing mifchief. He will not expect to have a 
** bed-chamber to himfelf, but will willingly fleep with 
“* fome of the fenior fcholars. The falary to a layman will 
“be 40of a year, or to a Clergyman sof, becaufe he can 
*¢ aflift me in my Church duty. I am. willing to pay his 
** expences hither, as far as 8/. 

Dublin, ] am, Sir, 

26 Fan. 1769. Yrs. John A-=-—. 

«« P.S. If this does not fuit you, I hope you will recom- 


‘* mend it among your friends.” 


Thank Heaven ! I loved my friends too well, to 
recommend to them fo fevere a mortification of 
their lufls with {0 little profpect of reward. I there- 
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fore, declined the propofal in the name of myfelf 
and all my acquaintance, at the fame time compli- 
menting the Hidernian on his wonderful liberality, 
and his no lefs wonderful letter. 


The other fituation, which was offered me, was 
far more eligible than the former, and fuch as I 
gladly accepted. It was to be an Affiftant at one of 
the great Public Schools ; a fituation, at once defir~ 
able for its emolument and not humiliating to pride. 
I, therefore, requefted the gentleman, who had 
been commiflioned to difpofe of the appointment, 
to fecure it forme; and his recommendation being 
approved by the Mafter of the School, 1| fat down in 
quiet expectation of the time when my labours were 
tocommence. A fortnight, however, had elapfed, 
when the D*. wrote word to his acquaintance in the 
Univerfity, that a certain great man had juft pro- 
pofed a gentleman to fill the enfuing vacancy in 
the School, and that to fo intimate a friend he could 
deny nothing. 


About this time I wrote to fome of my father’s 
friends in London, men of confiderable intereft, who 
had always profefled their efteem of me from re. 
{pect both to my father’s memory and my own me. 
rits, to ufe their influence in procuring me fome 
employment, which a layman of education might 
difcharge with credit and ability: but the gentle- 
man, on whom J had moft depended, gave me ci- 
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villy to underftand, that he fhould always be inte- 
refted in my welfare ; but that if I had no better 
friends in the world than himfelf, I was in a piteous 
condition ;—that he knew of no civil employment; 
—and that, he believed, I could not do better than 
to go into Orders. 


I had now, then, no alternative but to take the 
firft offer, which Fortune might throw into my 
way. This happened to be a Curacy in the Couniry , 
the difpofal of which had been delegated to a gen- 
tleman of high rank in the Univerfity. He had pa- 
fronized me during my refidence in College, and 
on my departure from it treated me with the warmth 
of parental tendernefs, rather than with the cold 
Civilities of efteem. Whatever fuch a friend advifed 
me to accept, I could not prefume to refufe; ac- 
cordingly, I defired him to engage the Curacy for 
me, at the fame time indulging a fecret hope, that 
the Rector would receive an application from fome 
“ intimate friend, to whom he could deny nothing.” 


The event, however, was otherwife: but as I 
have already, J fear, reached the limit of your Paper, 
I mouft defer the remainder of my hiftory to fome 
future period, when I fhall have been convinced by 
your infertion of this Letter, that you do not num- 
ber its author among your worthlefs Correfpondents. 
Lincolnfhire. I am, Sir, y." obed.' ferv.* 

an. 1793. Mutabilss. 


S. 





